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"Serglus Stefnnovltch Nikolas Stnf
nltcl Which was It. general? It's only

changing- two
words, yet wlint
ii difference it
mnkcsl"

"The differ-
ence of peace
tonight

wnv-c- d

Ills hnnd to
wnrtl the city
tint the prince
I n torrupted
him.

lie looked ull at Sic-- "Never mind
novlai, and the gen- - thnt," he snld
cral's eyes fell. rather sharply.

"That's not first In my mind or 1

should have left the matter whero it
rested last night. I was thinking of
the difference to Cnptnin Mlstlteh and
perhaps to yon. general."

He looked full ut Stcuovlcs, and the
general's eyes fell. The prince pointed
his finger across-th- table at the paper
under Stenovlcs' hand.

"I'm a liberal bargainer," he said,
"and I offer you u good margin of
nrnfH. TMI nlintirn ftrn ttrnt-il- If rmi'll
change one-t- wo for you against one
for me 'Sere us Sfnfnnnvlteh' bo- -

comes 'Nikolas Stafnltz' If 'Impossible'
bocomes 'Immediate.'"

Stenovlcs gave one slight start, then
leaned back In his' chair and looked
past the prlnco out of tho window op-

posite to him.
"Make that change, and we'll settle

detnils afterward. I must hnve full
guarantees. I must see tho order sent
end the money deposited In my name
nnd nt my disposal."

"This afternoon, sir?"
"Wouldn't It be woll to rcleaso Cap-

tain Mlstlteh from Suleitnnu's tower
before tonight?"

"Tho money Is difficult today."
"The relcaso will bo Impossible to-

morrow."
Again Stenovlcs' eyes waudorrd to

tho window, and a silence followed.
Perhaps he saw tho big guns already In
position, dominating the city Perhaps
ho listened to the hum of voices which

gain began to swell In volume from
the vrall and from the quays. There
nro tlmos when a man must buy the
present with a mortgage on the future,
however onerous the terms may be,
It was danger against destruction. He
put out his hand nnd took from Zerko-ritc- h

a quill which the Journalist was
twiddling In his fingers. Ho made a
scratch and a scrlbblo on the paper
which tho prince had taken from tho
envelope.

"'Impossible' has becomo 'Immedi-
ate,' sir."

"And 'Serglus Stefanovltch 'Nikolas
Stafnltz,' " said the prince. Ho looked
at Sophy for couUrmntlon, aud she
softly clapped her bands.
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troops of the garrison nnd

THE allies, the scum of the
thought that thoy had

scored a great victory and In-

flicted deep humiliation on the unpopu-
lar martinet who ruled and harried
them. They celebrated tho event with
noisy but harmless revols, and when
Captain Hercules was seen about again

he submitted to a fortnight's
to barracks with feelings In

which thankfulness, though not grati-
tude, predominated he found his popu-
larity with them greater than ever
But in the higher circles the Inner
ring of the party ho served his recep-
tion was not so cordial. Stenovlcs
would not see him. Stafnltz saw him
only to express a most uncompromising
Judgment on bis conduct.

Yielding in appearance, In point of
eubstnnco the Prince of Slavna had
scored heavily. Tho big guns wore or-
dered from Germany. Tho prlnco hart
tho money to pay for them, nnd they
wore to be consigned to him. Those
were the guarantees which he had
asked from Stenovlcs. When the guns
enmo and he had agreed to innko nn
extra pnyment for early delivery his
situation would be very different. With
trusty men behind them It would go
bard with him If he were not master
of Slavna, and ho bad already obtained
the king's sanction to raise and train a
force of artillery from among his own
men In Volsenl nnd Its neighborhood.
Tho men of Volsenl wero proof against
Mlstltch's bragging and tho subtle in-

dulgence by which StafnlU held bis
power ovor the rank and fllo of tho
army. They wero true to tho prince.

The idle king's family prldo was
touched. It was tho ono thing which
could rouso him. At his son's express
request, and at that only, ho acquiesced
In tho relcaso of Mlstlteh and his satel-Ht- o

Storkoff, but bo was determined to
make his own attitude olenr and to do
what he could to reBtoro tho prestige of
his family. The prlnco snld dryly that
tho prestige would profit best of all by
tho big guns. Tho king was minded to
supplement tholr effect by something
raoro ornate. He created a new order
and made bla son grand master of It
Thoro was no harm In that, and Bte- -
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novlcs readily consented. lie declared
that something more must he done for
the lady to whom hi" son owed his life
To Ik? made keeper of the taK!strles
might be u convenient recompense, but
waa not kuur enorgli Stenovlcs de-

clared that any murk of favor which
his majesty designed for Mile de
Grnclio intent most properly Ik tiers
Finally the Ling tiwtrucled Stenovlcs
to concentrate nil his energies on the
matrimonial negotiations. A splendid
marriage for Serghm with n German
princess would enhance and strength-
en the prestige more than anything
else. Stenovlcs promised zealous obe-

dience mid with (1 lew full of thought
The order was an ensy matter, and
honors for Sophy did no harm. The
marriage was ground much more dell
cnte. It touched the "big stake" which
Colonel Stnfnltz had so emphatically
warned the general not to play on the
bad hand denlt to 'ilin by Mlstltch's
blundering. Hut. v ith the big gnus in
position ii ud the st ndy men of Volscul
behind them, would a good hand ever
come?

There were but thr.ee In the Inner
secret of the scheme, but thoy Jivere
"irpo1of '0"fost hcm,s ,l) Kvoula
- "- - i. .w.3 u vta v

man and of exemplary demeanor; but.
as Markart told Sophy, women are am-
bitious, and she had borne the king a
f0"" &te"vCB saw- - himself cast aside
llko an old glove If Prince Serglus camo
to tho throne. Stnfnltz was a born
fisher In troubled Waters nnd throw n
skillful not. Twice before In tho coun-
try's history Intrigue hud made revolu-
tion and changed the order of succes-
sion In the house of Stofunovltchj Tho
three waited ou chance, but the chance
was not yet. If the king were nt ou-tul-

with bin son or If there was n
demise of the crown while tho prince
was not on the spot to look nfter his In-

terests, thcro might lie tho opportunity.
Out now the king wns all cordiality for
his heir apparent; the prince was on
the spot; the guns and their Yolsenlan
gunners threatened to be on the opot.
too. ere long It wns not now the mo-me-

for the big stake.
King Alexis waH delighted with his

new order, and the grand mnstcr's
wero very handsome. In the

center of a five pointed star St. Michael
flew the drawn a symbol perhaps of
Captain Mltlch' nut the king had
not done yet. There was honor for the
prince's friends too Men should know
that service to the royal house wns
meritorious In proportion to the Illus-
trious position of that house. Zerko-vitc- h

stood forward nnd wns mnde
chevnllerof the Cross of Krnvonln. The
occnslon cost Zerkovltch tho prlco of n
court suit, but for Mnrle's sake he bore
the outlay patiently Then tho king,
hnvlnc refivheii hltnoolf with n draft
which his valet Lepage brought him.
turned to his most pleasing task. Tho
koeper of the tapestries was called
from her place In the circle beside
Mario Zerkovltch. Colonel Stafnltz had
not noticed her .standing there, butnow
he gave n little start." The ilgure seem-
ed familiar. He turned his head round
to Mnrknrt, who was Just behind him.
"Yes, that's her," Markart whispered
In answer to the question In the colo-
nel's eyes. Tho eyes flew back to So-

phy Instantly. There, too, wns sot the
gaze of Countess Ellenburg, for Sophy
was In full lienuty that day. She, too,
loved toys, and her ancient hatred of
the name to which she had Ixjen born
must be remembered. Her eyes glowed,
and the red slur glowed on her cheek.
All her air was triumphant as she
eourtcsled to the king nnd then stood
erect nnd proud to hear his gracious
words.

Gracious his words were for her deed
and gracious his smllo for her comely
beauty. He could ut least look a king

no man denied him that and speak
In kingly phrases. "A service unmatch-
ed In cuuragu and Immeasurable In Im-

portance to us and our royal house, the
preservation of our dearly loved sou
and only heir." .Countess Ellenburg
looked down her nose ut that! For
such nu act did he confer a patent of
nobility on Sophy nnd for greater hon-
or gnve her ns title the iinnio of ono of
his own estates, together with n charge
on Its revenues equal to her new dig-
nity.

Ho ended nnd sunk buck In his chair
nor prince camo forward and kissed
her hnnd before them all. Countess El
lenburg bowed condescendingly. A
decorous murmur of applause filled the
hall ns, with shining eyes, Sophia, Bnr-onc- ss

Dobrava, eourtcsled again very
low,

So, as Sophy Grouch had gone, went
Sophie do Gruchol

"Sho's dellgbtod, poor chlldl" whls- -

pered Mario Zerkovltch.but only Julia
Robins, In England, far away, heard
the full torrent of Sophy's simple, child- -

llko exultation.
Such a letter
went to her that
night, but there
was stuff In it
bosides the bar-
oness' paean.

Suddenly u
childish volco
rung out clear
through tho hall

a fearless,
eager little
volee.

L ? ?'"What'fl that
jrou'Ve got' on

xier prtnee came tor- - your check?"
uard and hissed her nsUed y 0 M n
ftnna' Alexis, with en

gaging enndor. His finger pointed nt
Sophy's fnce.

So quaint nn Interruption to tho state-
ly formality of tho scono struck peo-

ple's sense of humor. Everybody laug-
hedeven Countess Ellenburg. Sophy's
own lnitgh rose rich and merry. Her
ignorance or carelessness of etiquette
betrayed Itself. She darted nt the pret-
ty boy, caught him In her arms nnd
kissed hint, answering, "Thnt's my luck

my red stnr."
The boy touched tho mnrk with his

finger. A look of childish nwo enme
Into his blue eyes.

"Your luck!" he said softly and con-

tinued to look at the mysterious sign
nfter Sophy hnd set him down ngnln.
Tho llttlo scene wns told nil over Slnv- -

nn before night, nnd men nnd women
talked, according to their temper, of
the nnturc nnd the mcnnlng of the red
star. If only tho foolish think about
such things, even the wlso talk.

The king left his chair and mingled
with his guests. Ills movement was
tho signal for n general relaxation of
ceremony. Tho prlnco camo across the
room nnd Joined Sophy, who had re-

turned to Mario Zcrkovltch's side, ne
offered tho baroness his congratula-
tions, but In somewhat constrained
tones. His mind seemed to be on some-
thing else. Onco or twlco ho looked In-

quiringly nt Mnrlc, who, In her turn,
showed signs of restlessness or dis-
tress. A silence followed on Sophy's
exprebslon of her acknowledgments.
Tho prlnco glanced ngnln nt Marie nnd
mnde up his mind to speak.

"You've done me tho kindness I ask-
ed?" he Inquired of Marie.

Mnrle picked at the feathers of her
fan hi unhappy embarrassment "No,
sir; I haven't. I I couldn't."

"Hut why not?" ho nsked In surprise.
"I I couldn't," repented Marie, flush-

ing.
Ho looked nt her gravely for n mo-men- t,

then smiled. "Then I must plead
my own cause," he snld nnd turned to
Sophy. "Next week I'm leaving Slnv-n- n

nnd going to my cnstle of Prnslok.
It's near Volsenl, you know, nnd I want
to rnlso nnd train my gunners nt Vol-

senl. Wo must be ready for our guns
when they come, mustn't we?"

Ills eyes met hers, eager glance ex-
changed for glnnco ns eager. "Our
gunsl" whispered Sophy under her
brcnth.

"Marie hero nnd Zerkovltch hnve
promised to como with mo. no'll write
what ought to bo written, nnd she'll
cook the dinners." He Inughcd. "Oh
well, we do live very simply nt Prns-
lok. We shall be thoro three months
nt least. I nsked Mnrlo to persuade
you to come with her and to stay ns
long ns you could, but she's dlsnppolnt-c- d

me. I must plead for myself."
Tlio changing expressions of Sophy's

eyes had marked every sentence of his
speech, and Marie marked every ex-
pression of the eyes. They had grown
forlorn nnd apprehensive when ho
spoke of leaving Slavna. A sudden Joy
leaped Into them nt his Invitation to
rrnslok.

"You'll come forn little? The scenery
Is very fine nnd the people Interesting."

Sophy gave a low laugh. "Since tho
scenery Is flno and the people Interest-
ing, yes, monselgneiir."

Their eyes met ngnln, nnd he echoed
back her laugh, Marie Zerkovltch drew
In her breath sharply. With swift In-

sight she saw and foresaw. Sho
remembered the presentiment under
whose Influence she had begged Sophy
not to como to Krnvoniu. Hut fate had
weighted the scales heavily against

her. The Bar
oness Dobravn
was here.
Aslmultnneous

exclamation of
many voices
broke across
their talk. At
the other end
of the room
men and wo-
men pressed in-

to u circle round
some point of
Interest which
could not be
seen by SophyMl nud her

Aloud
com-

panions.
voice rang out
in autliorltatlvo

""ft tonos; "Stand
back! Stnnd

"Pou'll come for a back nnd open
little f" nil tho win-

dows I"
"Thnt's Natcheffs voice," snld the

prince. Nntcholt wns tho len'dlng phy
slclun of Slavna. "Somebody's fainted,
I suppose. Well, tho place lu stuffy
enough 1"

Murkurt emerged from tho circle,
which had widened out In obedience
to tho physlclnn's orders. As ho hur-
ried pnst tho prlnco ho snld: "The king
has fainted, sir. I'm going to fetch
Lepage." Two or three other men ran
to open the windows.

"Tho king fainted! I never know him
to do, thut before."

Ho hastened to whero his father lay,
thq subject of NntcbefTs ministrations.
Sophy and Mario followed in bis wako
through tho opening which tho onlook-
ers mudo for him. Tho king showed
signs" ot recovering, but Natchcff's face
was grave beyond oven tho require-
ments of his profession or of his pa-

tient's rank. Tho noxt moment Lepugo
camo up. This man, tho king's body
Horvnnt, was a small, plump person,
who had generally a weary, Impassive,
uninterested mnnncr. Iq looked rnth-o- r

uninterested oven uow, but his walk
wns very quick, and ho was soon aiding
Natcheff with doft und nlmblo lingers.

"This is strange, Lepago," said. Not-
ched.

Lepage did not look up from his task.
"Has It ever happened beforo?"
Then Lepago fild look up, no

Jo consider nnd to hesitate. He
glanced once at the king before ho an

swered.
"It's the third attack In two months,"

ho said at last.
"You never told mel" The words

shot sharp from Nntchcff's lips.
"Thnt was by his majesty's peremp-

tory orders. He'll bo angry that I'vo
told you now."

"Clear tho rooml" ordered Natcheff
shortly.

Slnvnn had plenty to tnlk about that
night. Besides tho Bnroncss Dobrnvnvs
red stnr there wns tho fainting fit of
King Alexis! The evening bulletin
wns entirely favorable Tho king hnd
quite recovered. But many had heard
Lepage's confession nnd seen tho look
thnt it brought to Nntchcff s face.

Stenovlcs and Stafnltz rodo back
from the pnlnco to tho city Bldo by Bide.
The general wns silent, immersed In
deep thought. Stnfnltz smoked his
clgarotto with n light, rather mocking
smile. At last,
when they were
almost opposlto
tho terruco of
the Hotel do
Pnrls, Stenovlcs
spoke.

"It looks llko
tho handwriting
on tho wall," ho
snld.

"Qultcso, gen-

eral," Stnfnltz
agreed cheer-
fully, "hut at
present there's
no evidence to 9
show to whom "Tito time ?iort."
besides tho king himself the messago
Is addressed."

"Or what it says?"
"I think that's plain enough, general.

I think It says that tbo tlmo
He watched his companion's faco

closely now, but Stenovlcs' mask was
stolid and unmoved. He said nothing.
Ho contented himself with a sullen
grunt

"Short for the klngl" pursued Stnf-
nltz, with a slinke of his bend. "Short
for tho prlnco perhaps! And certainly,
general, uncomfortnbly short for usl"

Stenovlcs grunted ngnln nnd then
rodo on some while in silence. At last.
Just as ho was nbout to part from his
compnnlou, bo'nindc one observation:

"Fortunately Natcheff Is n friend of
mine. Wo Bhnll get tho licst possible
Information."

"Thnt might become of importnnce,
no doubt, general," said Stufnltz, smil-
ing still.
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NATCHEFF nmply renssured

DR.public opinion. What Informa-
tion he gnvo to General Ste-
novlcs, his friend, Is another

matter nnd remnlned locked In thnt
stntcsmnn's heart. Publicly nnd to ev-
erybody else from tho Prlnco of Slnv-
nn downwurd ho declared thnt there
wns no ground for npprehcnslon and
thnt tho king merely needed rest nnd
chango. After a few days of tho for-
mer It wns proposed to seek the luttcr
by moving tho court to bis majesty's
country seat nt Dobrnvn thnt estnte
from which Sophy hnd been graciously
bidden to choose hor title. Meanwhile
there was no reason why tho prince
should not carry out his Intontlon nnd
proceed to tho castlo of Prnslok.

Below Slavnn the miiln postrond ns
hns nlready been stated, thoro wns no
rnllwny nt this time follows tho course
of tho rivor Krnth for nbout five miles
In n southeasterly direction. It Is then
carried across tho stream, which con-
tinues to trend to tho south, bv nn an
cient wooden bridge nnd runs north-ca- st

for another fifteen miles through
flat country nnd past prosperous agri-
cultural and pastoral villages till It
reaches the mnrshy land bordering
Lake Taltl. Tho lako, extending from
this point to the spurs of tho mountain
range which forms tho frontier, bars
Its farther direct progress, and It di-

vides Into two branches. Tho right
prong of the fork continues on tho level
till It reaches Dobrava, lght miles
from the point of bisection. Here It
Inclines to tho northeast ngaln and, aft-
er some ten miles of steady ascent,
crosses the mountains by St. Peter's
pass, the one carrlago road over the
raugo and over the frontier. Tho left
prong becomes a steep ascent directly
tho bisection hns occurred, rising sharp-l- y

for flvo miles to tho hill on which
the castlo of Prnslok stands. Then It
runs for another flvo miles on a hjgh
plateau till it ends at tho bill city of
Volsenl, which stands on tho edge of
tho plateau, looking down on Lako
Taltl and across to Dobravn, In tho
plain opposite.

Beyond Volsenl thero Is no road !u"
tho proper sense, but only cart or brldlo
tracks. Of theso tho principal nnd
most froquentod runs diagonally across
tho valley In which Lake Tal lies, Is
Interrupted by the lake, at that point
nbout a mile and a half wldo, and then
moots tho road from Dobrava halfway
up St. Peter's pass and nbout twenty
miles across country from Volsenl. It
thus forms the bnso of a rough nnd Ir-
regular trlanglo of countrv. with fhn
point whore tho Slavna road bisects,
me pass and Volsenl mnrklng Its threo
angles, Lako Taltl Is sot in tho middle,
backed by a chain of hills continuous
overywhoro except at
tho Indentation of the
pass.

Though so near to
Slavna In actual dis-
tance, the country 1a
very different' from the &.
fertile river valley which S jr
surrounds the capital, r

It la bleak and rough, a "7
land of hill pastures and The two rode
mountain woods. Its nc foffcth-natur- al

features are ro- - d

In tho character of tho Inhab-
itants. The men who count Volsenl n
locnl capital are hardier than tho men
of Slavna, less given to luxury, less ad-

dicted to quarrels and riots, but consid-
erably more formldnblo opponents I

onco they tnko up arms. For this rea-

son no less than on nccount of their
dovotlon to htm the prince did well to
choose this country as the recruiting
ground for his new forco of gunners.

Tho prince, had been nt Prnslok for n
week when Sophy set out to Join hint
thero. At tho Inst moment Zerkovltch
decided to rcmnln In Slavnn, nt lenst
until the court mnde Its promised move
to Dobrnvn. Henssurlug as Dr. Nnt
cheff was, it would do no harm to have
a friendly pair of eyes nnd cars in the
capital so long us the king remained In

residence. Thus the two ladles wore
nccompnulcd only by Peter Vnsslp,
whom tho prlnco had sent to escort
them. Thoy set out In u heavy travel-
ing carriage at 10 In tho morning, reck-
oning to reach the castlo before oven-In- g

fell. Their progress would novcr
be rapid nnd for tho InSt five miles ex-

ceedingly slow. They loft tho capital
In complete "tranquillity, and when So-

phy settled her bill nt tho sign of the
Sliver Cock nnd bndo farewell to old
Meycrstoln, her landlord, he expressed
tho hopo that sho would soon be back,
though, Indeed, his poor houso wns, ho
feared, no fit quarters for tho BaroncBS
Dobrnvn.

"I don't know whether I shnll como
back here, but I can never forget your
house. I Bhnll nlwnys love It in my
memory," said Sophy.

Max von Hollbrnndt bad obtained
lcavo of nbsenco from his legntlon nnd
had accompanied the prince to Prns-
lok. The two wero friends, having
many fustes In common nnd, not lenst,
the tasto. for soldiering. Besides hav-
ing the pleasure of his company tho
prlnco looked to obtain valuable nld
from Mnx lu tho .task on which he was
engaged. The young German was
amused and delighted with his expedi-
tion. Prnslok Is a primitive old plnco.
It stands on uu abrupt mound or knob
of ground by tho rdndsldo. So steep
nud sudden Is tho nsccnt thnt It was
necessary to build u massive causeway
of wood nn Inclined plane to lead up
from tho rond to tho gato of tho square
tower which forms the front of tho
building. Tho causoway has crossbars
at short Intervals to give foothold to
the horses which In old days were
stabled within the walls. Recently,
howover, modem stables had been built
on tho other sldo of the rond, nnd it
hnd become tho custom to mount the
causeway nnd enter the cnstlo on foot.

Within, the arrangements wero
qunlnt nnd very simple. Besides tho
tower nlready mentioned, which con-
tained tho dining room nnd two bed-
rooms nbove It, tho whole building,
strictly conditioned by tho shnpo of the
hill on which It stood, consisted of
threo rows of smnll rooms on tho
ground floor. In one row lived tho
prince nnd his mnlo guests, In tho sec-
ond tho servants, In tho third tho
guard. Tho Indies wore to bo accom-
modated In tho tower nbovo tbo dining
room. Tho rows of rooms opened on a
covered walk, or cloister, which ran
round tho lnnor court of tbo castlo. The
whole wns solidly built of gray stone
a businesslike old hill fortress, strong
by rouson of Its massive masonry and
of tho position In which It stood. Con-
sidered as u modern residence It had to
bo treated humorously, so Mnx declar-
ed, nnd found much plcasuro In It from
that point of view. Tho prince, always
Indifferent to physical comfort and over
averse from luxury, probably did not
realize how much bis ancestral stroug-hol- d

demanded of his guests' Indul-
gence: Old Vnsslp, Peter's fnthor, wns
inujor dorao always In his sheepskin
coat und high boots, nis old wife was
cook. Half a dozen servants completed
the establishment, and of theso three
were grooms. The horses, In fact,
seemed to Max the only creatures
whoso comfort were nt all on u modern
footing. But tho prlnco wns entirely
sntlsfled nnd never so happy anywhero
ns at Praslok. Ho loved tho simple,
hardy life, no loved evon tnoro, thoilgh
perhaps less consciously, tho sense of
bolng among friends. He would not
yield an Inch to court popularity lu
Slavnn, but bis heart went out to meet
tho unsought devotion of Volsenl, the
mountain town, nnd Its surrounding
villages.. Distant nnd self restrained In
Slavnn, hero ho waa open, gay and full
of an almost boyish ardor,

"It's worth coining here Just to see
Its effect on you,1' Mnx told him ns tho
two rodo bnck together front Volsenl
on tho day of Sophy's arrival. They
had been at work, aud tho recruiting
promised well.

Tho prlnco laughed gayly. "Comlug
horo from Slavna Is llko fresh air after
an oven," ho said. "No need to watch
your tongue or other people's! You can
laugh when you llko und frown when
you llko without a dozen pooplo asking
what's your motlvo for doing It" v

"But really you shouldd't have cho-
sen a diplomatist for your companion,
sir, If you feel llko that."

"I haven't," ho smiled. "I'vo loft tho
diplomatist down thero and brought
tho soldier up. And now that tho Indlps..
nro coming"

"Ah, now wo must watch our tongues
n little bltl Mme. Zerkovltch is very
pretty, and the baroness might make
mo absolutely poetical!"

Loast prying of men, yet Mar von
Hollbrandt could not resist sending
with this speoch a glance at his com-
panion. Tho visit of the baroness com-
pelled this much tribute to curiosity.
But the prince's faco was a picture of
unembarrassed pleasure,

"Then bo pootlcall We'll ull bo po-

etical!" hcried merrily. "In the In-

tervals of drilllng.be It, undontoodl" he
added, with a laagk.

Into this atmosphere, physical and
moral the exhilaration of keen moun-- '

tain brecses, the btlgnmww of a win-
ter sun, the piny of high hopes and of
high spirit camo Sophy, with all her
power of enjoying and her ardor In Im-

agining. I..T mind leaped from the sad
embracei of tho past to fly to the ifrms
of the p 'eont, to beckon gladly to tho
future. No ,more thnn this had yet
emerged Into consciousness. She was
not yet nsklng how for rm 1 or evil she
stood or wns to stand tovard the
prince. Fortune had done wonderful
things for her and wns doing more yet.
Thnt wns enough, nnd boyord thnt for
tbo moment she wns not dil on.

The mixture of poetry nud drilling
suited her to perfection, She got both
when she rodo over to Volsenl with
the prince. Crisp snow covered tho
ground nnd covorcd, too, the roofs of
tho old gray, hillside city long, slop-
ing roofs, with hero nud thcro n round
tower with n snow clad extinguisher
ntop. The town wns no more thnn one
long street, which bnyod out nt tho
farther end Into n mnrkct plnco. It
stood with Its back ngnhist a mountain
side, defended on the other three sides
by a sturdy wall, which only now, aft-
er flvo centuries, began to crumble
away nt tho top. ,

At tho city gato bread and salt wero
brought to the bailiff and his compan-
ion, nnd sho and bo rodo sldo by sldo
down tho long street to tho market
place. Itcro were two or threo hun-
dred tall, fine fellows waiting their
leader. Drill had not yot brought for

mality. On the
sight of him
they gave aJtlPi cheer and ran
to form a ring
nbout him.
Many caught
him by tho hand
and pressed or
kissed It But
Sophy, too,
claimed tholr
eyes. It was
vnrv rntil. Slim

Luhovltch for--swing worc n BUortward and kissed her
hand Jacket of sable

ovor her habit
nud n round cap of tho samo fur, gifts
of Lady Meg's In tho duys of her

She was nt the pitch of
pleasure nnd excitement.

In n uiQtiieutii quick wltted fellow di-

vined who she wns. "Tho Indy who
saved him! The Indy who saved him!"
ho cried ut the full pitch of his voice
The prince drew himself up In the sad
dle aud snlutcd her. "Yes, tho lady
who saved me," he said. Sophy ha,l
the cheers now, and they mounted to
her head with fumes of Intoxication. It
moybegiicssod howthe red stnr glowed!

"And you'll save him If need bo!"
sho cried qulto Indiscreetly. The prlnco
smiled nnd shook his head, but the nn-sw- er

was an enraptured cheer. Tho
hatred of Slavna was n recommenda-
tion to Volscnl's Increased regard, tho
bint of danger a match to Its fiery en-

thusiasm.
"A favor, bailiff, n fnvor!" cried n

young man of distinguished appear-nnc- o.

He seemed to be well known
nnd to carry weight, for there wer
shouts of "Hear Lukovltch! Hear Luko-vltch- !"

and one cnlled. with n laugh,
"Aye. listen to tho Wolf!"

"Wbst In it, Lukovltch?" asked the- -

prince.

"llako tho Indy of our company,
bailiff." Now cheers were raised
"Mflko her a lieutenant of our artll
lery."

Sophy Inughcd gayly.
"I lmvo his majesty's authority to

chooso my officers," said tho prlnco,
smiling. "Baroness, will you bo u lieu-
tenant und wear our sheepskins In
place of your sables thero?"

"It Is your uniform, monsclgnour,"
Sophy answered, bowing hor head.

Lukovltch sprang forward nnd kissed
her hnnd.

"For our bailiffs preserver ns for our
bnlllff, men of Volsenl!" bo cried loud-
ly. The answering cheer brought tears
to Sophy's sparking eyes. For a mo-ine- ut

she could not see her prince nor
tbo men who thus took her to their
hearts.

Suddenly In tho midst of her exulta-
tion sho saw a face on tho outskirts of
the throng. A small,
spare man stood thero,
dressed In unobtruslvo
tweeds, but making no
effort to coucenl hlinself.
Ho was Just looking on,
a stranger to tbo town,
Interested lu the pictur-
esque little scene. Tho
faco was that of Lieu-
tenant Rastatz,

Sho watched the drill
ing of tho gunners nnd
then rode bnck with tho V
prince, osco'rted beyond
tho gates by a cheering A imall,
throng, which had now spare man
been Joined by many stood there.
women. Dusk was falling, apd tho old
gray city took on a ghostly look. The
glory of tho sunshine had departed.
Sophy shivered a llttlo --bononth her
furs.

"Monseigneur, did you see Hastntz?"
she nsked.

"No; I didn't see him, but I knew ho
was here. Lukovltch told mo yester-
day."

"And not in uniform!"
"no has leave, no doubt, and his uni-

form wouldn't make his "stay in Vol-e- nl

any more pleasant."
"What's ho there for?" sho asked

fretfully.
"Ah, baroness, you must Inquire of

those who sent him, I think." His tone
was light nnd nierry.

"To spy on you, I supposo! I hato
his bolng there. lie ho Isn't worthy,
to bo in dear Volsenl."

TO KB OONTTNUBD.l

Having bet 1500 that he had seen .

1000 snakes In one day .near Martins- -

Dursr, Ark., Michael Kelly, a drummer,
won the watrpr- - wWn h innlr !.- -.

committee to a big cave' filled with
reptiles, - '
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